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to the statement that his Government, in accord with that of
Great Britain, thinking it necessary to end the procrastination
of the Porte, considered it important that the conference should
be held as soon as possible: "They propose that the six Govern-
ments declare to the Porte that if they do not accept the proposal
of a conference at Constantinople within forty- eight hours, the
conference will meet in another capital, with or without the
participation of Turkey." This suggestion was not accepted
altogether, but Bismarck closed the interview by inviting Courcel
to a dinner-party where the whole question could be discussed
with the other ambassadors.1

This party took place on 18 June. After dinner Bismarck
read over and compared all the telegrams he had received
within the last twenty-four hours dealing with the proposed con-
ference. As Lord Ampthill listened his mind was occupied
with a suspicion that Bismarck was about to spring some surprise
upon Europe, and he was curious to know exactly how that
surprise would be sprung, but the Chancellor seemed to have no
striking comments to make, merely observing that it would
save time if the date of the conference could be settled then and
there as the Powers were agreed, and the Porte preferred to
abstain. It was the duty of the Powers proposing the conference
to propose the date, and he noticed that Freycinet had already
suggested 22 June. Germany accepted the invitation "to a
conference limited to a discussion of the Egyptian question, to
meet at Constantinople on Thursday next, 22nd inst., and he
would instruct the German representative at Constantinople
accordingly."2

This settled, Bismarck said it would be premature in the
circumstances to discuss the question of Turkish intervention,
and to this both Courcel and Lord Ampthill agreed, though the
Italian Ambassador showed signs of restiveness when Courcel
added that the sole object of the conference was to re-establish
the normal status quo, as established by the firmans of the
Sultan and the arrangements made with Europe, especially
France and England. Any awkward discussion of the matter
was, however, shelved by Bismarck, and the party broke up.8
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